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Officials Remind Need for Preparedness After 5.7 Quake, Aftershocks in 
Southern California 

 
Mather, CA.—According to the United States Geological Survey a 5.7 magnitude earthquake occurred five 
miles southeast of Ocotillo, Calif. at 9:37 p.m. Monday. This was the largest earthquake since the April 4 
magnitude 7.2 earthquake in Baja California, Mexico. 
 
The Monday night earthquake occurred along the Elsinore Fault Zone, which has not had a major earthquake 
in the last 100 years and could be an implication of more strong seismic activity in the next several days.  
 
Although experts say the overall probability of another high magnitude quake remains about one percent, 
California Emergency Management Agency Secretary Matthew Bettenhausen says preparedness should be at 
the forefront of the public’s mind. 
 
“After the recent events around the California/Mexico border, it is more important than ever that the public be 
prepared for seismic activity,” said Bettenhausen. “Complete preparation and education goes beyond ducking 
under a desk, table or against an interior wall of a building.” 
 
The California Emergency Management website has a quick guide on what to do before, during and after an 
earthquake here. The Federal Emergency Management Agency also has collection of tips for protecting 
yourself during an earthquake here. More information on earthquakes is available at the end of this release. 
 
The largest earthquake simulation and preparation exercise in the nation is the 2010 Great California 
ShakeOut on October 21 at 10:21 a.m.  Visit the ShakeOut’s website to join more than 3.5 million people 
taking part in the exercise. 
 
This most recent California/Mexico border earthquake was felt well into the San Diego/Los Angeles area. 
Several more aftershocks between 3.2 and 3.9 magnitude followed. No reports of injuries or damage were 
immediately reported. 
 
The Easter Sunday, April 4, Sierra El Mayor earthquake was felt throughout the Southwest region and 
declared a federal disaster area by President Obama. The overall damages to the Mexicali, El Centro and 
surrounding communities have been estimated at more than $90 million. A magnitude 4.1 earthquake also 
shook the area on June 3. 
 
Cal EMA Earthquake Guide: 
http://cms.calema.ca.gov/prep_earthquake.aspx 
 
FEMA Earthquake Program and Information: http://www.fema.gov/hazard/earthquake/index.shtm 
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United States Geological Survey Latest Earthquake Map and Information: 
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/recenteqscanv/ 
 
The 2010 Great California ShakeOut: http://www.shakeout.org/ 

 
### 

http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/recenteqscanv/
http://www.shakeout.org/

